
Schedule of Meeting Times: 
 WKAC 1080 AM Sunday 7:30 AM 
  Speaker, Robert Emerson 
 Study Sunday 10:00 AM 
 Worship Sunday 11:00 AM 
 Worship Sunday 5:00 PM 
  Singing every 2nd Sunday evening 
 Study Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Preacher / bulletin editor: Kris Vilander 
Phone: (256) 472-1042 
E-mail: kris@haysmillchurchofchrist.org 
Website: www.haysmillchurchofchrist.org 

Servants during May: 
Songleader: Chandler (5), Dwight (12), 

Stanley (19), Larry (26) 
Reading: David 
Announcements: Marty 
Communion: Larry, Chandler, Lakin, Mike 

Wednesday Lesson: Larry (1), Stanley (8), 
Kris (15), Mike (22), Larry (29) 

Lawn Mowing (week starting): 
Kris (5), Billy (12),Marty (19), 
Stanley (26) 

Singing: The Leopard’s (26) 
Area Meetings: Hwy 157 (6/2-5); 

Quinn (6/2-7); Somerville Rd 
(6/7,9-12); College View (6/10-
13); Eastside (6/9-14); Elgin Hills 
(6/9-14) 

 
Hays Mill church of Christ 
21705 Hays Mill Road 
Elkmont, AL 35620 

Won’t you come 
study the word of 

God with us? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 “Examine everything carefully…”—1 Thessalonians 5:21 NASB 
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By Tim Nichols 
 

The perceived extremes 
regarding any Bible principle do not 
alter the principle. There really are 
some Biblical principles that relate to 
dress. The fact that some well-
meaning people have gone to 
extremes regarding them does not 
remove them. Whether you admire or 
disapprove of the veiled women 
among some religious groups who 
cover themselves from head to toe or 
those who wear only the plainest 
possible garments of black and white, 
does not change the truth that there 
really is a sort of dress code that God 
imposes upon His children. 

It is sad that Christians sometimes 
suppose that the plain garments of 
the Amish and some other groups are 
extreme in one direction while 
seeming not to notice that the 
clothing worn by so many around us 
every day of the week is extreme in 
the other. Television and movies may 

very well have become the measures 
by which some have wrongly 
ascertained the norms, not 
recognizing that these examples are 
extremes and often beyond the limits 
imposed by God’s word. If the lines 
between what is appropriate and 
what is extreme are not always easily 
defined, they exist—and the Christian 
can certainly find a manner of dress 
that is absolutely within the bounds. 
There may be a “gray area” between 
how far one can lean over the side of 
a high cliff and yet be safe—and how 
far is too dangerous—but most of us 
seem to know how to remain on the 
safe side of that line without claiming 
that we have found its exact location. 
If there is an extreme that might be 
called “excessive modesty” (an 
oxymoron?) on the one hand, there is 
a more dangerous extreme that 
inspiration calls “the attire of a 
harlot,” Prov 7:10. 



Paul was not just giving his 
opinion when he was inspired to write 
that Christian women ought to “adorn 
themselves in modest apparel, with 
propriety and moderation … which is 
proper for women professing 
godliness, with good works,”  
1 Tim 2:9,10. He was simply telling the 
truth. Modesty is first of all a 
condition of the heart and it is 
expressed or, conversely, shown not 
to exist by outward behavior and 
dress, Isa 3:16-24. The word that Paul 
used means “orderly, well-arranged, 
decent, modest” (Vine’s). It is a 
quality that must be possessed and 
expressed by one who would serve as 
an elder, 1 Tim 3:2—translated “good 
behavior” and not connected with 
apparel in this case. It follows that a 
decent person will wear decent 
clothing and will behave decently. The 
inner person will be expressed by 
what is on the outside, 1 Pet 3:3-5. 

The word for “propriety” 
(translated “shamefacedness” in the 
KJV) conveys the idea of “a sense of 
shame, modest…” (Vine’s). It is not 
the idea of awkwardness that would 
cause one to become easily 
embarrassed without cause. It is 
more a sense of the point at which 
shame is in order and a keeping of 
oneself from that which ought to 
cause shame—in order to remain free 
from it. 

The word for “moderation” 
(translated “sobriety” in the KJV) 
“denotes soundness of mind… ‘sound 
judgment’ practically expresses the 

meaning….” (Vine’s). These words 
obviously impart an obligation upon a 
woman to give careful thought to how 
her dress might complement her 
good works in “professing godliness.” 

While there may be some 
disagreement as to the exact point at 
which the line is crossed from 
acceptable to too tight, too short, too 
much flesh exposed, too flashy, too 
inviting of lustful thoughts, there is 
plenty of room for morally right 
choices to be made before those lines 
are approached. These principles can 
be followed. Maybe a few suggestions 
will help the process along. 

Before leaving home, look in the 
mirror and ask yourself, “Why am I 
wearing this?” If your self-learned 
motive seems to violate any of these 
(or other) Bible principles, then it is 
time to change your outfit. 

Look in the mirror and ask, “What 
will be the likely impression that 
others will have when they see me 
wearing this?” You might want to 
picture specific people: the elderly, 
the young, the brethren, the opposite 
sex, etc. Are you able to foresee any 
result of wearing what you have on 
that might hinder your profession of 
godliness? If so, then it is time to 
change your clothes. In the end, this 
is not a matter of merely avoiding 
criticism from others. It is a matter of 
really, from the depths of your heart, 
wanting to live a life that will glorify 
God. “For the Lord takes pleasure in 
His people; He will beautify the 
humble with salvation,” Psa 149:4. 

Learning to Worship 
By Robert F. Turner 

 
The preacher’s eyes I’ve never seen 

Though light in them may shine; 
For when he prays he closes his, 

And when he preaches, mine. 

If I knew who wrote it I wouldn’t 
embarrass him by telling. Besides, if the 
writer had been worshiping as he should, 
he wouldn’t know that other’s eyes are 
closed during prayer. 

That preacher had probably made a 
studied effort to learn how to get and 
keep attention; how many of us make a 
studied effort to give attention? Both 
sides may be failing. 

Granting (please do, or I’ll feel 
terrible) that absolute and unstraying 
attention is impossible, surely there is 
some way to improve single-mindedness 
in the public worship. Perhaps the most 
important prerequisite is an honest 
appraisal of our desire. If we do not 
care—are so little acquainted with true 
worship as to think “attending,” 
“visiting,” and gazing about the 
auditorium is all God expects of us—there 
is little use in going further with this. 

But people who really want to 
worship God can improve their efforts. 
No. 1—“make not provision for the flesh,” 
Rom 13:14… i.e., do not sit where there 
are distractions—move toward the front 
of the building. Unless you are forced 
(small children, physical disability, etc.) 
you cannot afford to overlook this means 
of improving your attention span and 
enriching your worshiping experience. 

Practice charity—hear the monotone 
singer as one who sings to God; and the 
trite expressions in prayer as the efforts 
of an embarrassed man, saying what he 
thinks is expected. (You can pray your 
own prayer you know; and if you lead 
publicly, you can set better examples for 
others.) 

Listen with a view to learning! Take 
notes, reason through the process, being 
critical in a positive fashion. Better to 
forsake the preacher while making a note 
of your own, than to drift sleepily in 
“limbo.” And when you drift, apologize to 
God, right then. Ask His help, and worship 
will become meaningful.  

—Via Plain Talk, v14n4, June 1977 
 

 Remember in Prayer  
 

Bob Broadus is at home—he has had a 
toe amputated and is in danger of losing his 
foot; Bernice is seeing double, but the 
doctor wants to wait for a bit before making 
a diagnosis. Remember Mike’s brother 
John and Shane’s father, Mickey Bates, 
who, while we should continue to pray for 

physical recovery, we are more interested in 
their souls. 

Please always pray for those that would 
like to but cannot meet with us, including 
Lois Adams, Ruth Black, Carolyn Dennis, 
Tim and Dot Hice, Polly McNatt, and Hazel 
Teeples.  

 

Ooops! I mistakenly did not credit Al Diestelkamp as the author of the article “Don’t Ask” 
Fellowship reprinted in the April 21, 2019 v2n4 edition of the Bible Examiner… My apologies! KV 


